
Today’s digital business leaders are leveraging Interconnection1 to solve for the complex integration and control challenges of 
an increasingly distributed infrastructure. To better understand and track how industry leaders are driving business advantage 
with digital-ready infrastructures, Equinix developed the Global Interconnection Index, which tracks, measures and forecasts the 
explosive growth in digital business.

The second annual Global Interconnection Index (the GXI Vol. 2), a market study published by Equinix, analyzes traffic exchange 
globally to produce the industry’s first projections of how the growth and use of Interconnection will unfold through 2021. It reveals 
key insights you should know about Interconnection Bandwidth2 to strengthen your business strategy, including these four:

Essential insights on why you need to get digital ready or get left behind 
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1Interconnection - The direct and private exchange of traffic between key business partners. 
2Interconnection Bandwidth - The total capacity provisioned  to privately and directly exchange traffic with a diverse set of counterparties and providers at distributed IT 
exchange points inside carrier- neutral colocation data centers.  

INDUSTRY TRENDS PRIORITIZING THE NEED FOR INTERCONNECTION

1 Converging Industry Trends Are Driving the Demand for Interconnection Bandwidth
Major macro, technology and regulatory trends are converging to drive up complexity and risk. The simultaneous 
rise of digital business, urbanization, cybersecurity, data compliance and vital business ecosystems is increasing the 
demand for Interconnection Bandwidth, making Interconnection a key building block for digital transformation.
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THE TOP FOUR REASONS 
Why you should care about 
Interconnection Bandwidth



 
Global Interconnection Bandwidth Is Outpacing Internet Growth by 10x
The GXI Vol. 2 predicts the volume of global Interconnection Bandwidth will grow to 8,200+ Terabits per second 
(Tbps) by 2021, or the equivalent of 33 Zettabytes (ZB) of data exchange per year–10x more traffic volume than the 
internet. This represents a significant five-year compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 48%, almost double the 
expected 26% CAGR of Global Public Internet Traffic.3  

 
Region-Specific Trends Are Expanding Interconnection Bandwidth Volume
The U.S. is expected to contribute the largest volume of Interconnection Bandwidth capacity due to the high presence 
of early digital business adopters and large multinationals. Data compliance is catalyzing strong growth in EU, while 
rapid urbanization and a high number of digital content providers are driving AP’s high growth. Emerging market 
dynamics and growing digital business adoption are making LATAM the overall growth leader.
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TRAFFIC GROWTH BY CONNECTIVITY TYPE 2017-2021 

48%Interconnection**

Internet* 26%

MPLS* 7%

3. Cisco, “Visual Networking Index,” 2017.

*  Research and Markets, Global Managed MPLS Market, June 2018.
** Internet: Cisco Visual Networking Index, 2017.
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Achieving a Digital-Ready Infrastructure Requires Solving for  
Four Interconnection Use Cases
The GXI Vol. 2 not only lays out the essential Interconnection Bandwidth growth insights, it takes you a step further—
to help you understand how to get your business digital ready. It equips you with four critical Interconnection use 
cases and an IT maturity model that align with the most common distributed IT services. You can combine these use 
cases to successfully optimize your network, connect multiple clouds, deploy security components and enable data 
exchange in strategic locations. Collectively, these use cases will help you decrease IT complexity and achieve a 
digital-ready infrastructure.

Get digital ready or get left behind
The need for Interconnection has never been greater, and the growth of Interconnection Bandwidth has never been so 
critical to the future of digital business. The second annual Global Interconnection Index gives you the insights needed 
for creating strategies to integrate, secure and scale your digital business and gain a competitive advantage in the 
next era of the global digital economy.

Learn more in the GXI Vol. 2
Equinix.com/GXI 
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The GXI research shows that these common indicators of 
IT distribution needs align to Interconnection use cases.
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“The Global Interconnection Index provides a barometer of 
the growing relevance of the need to solve for proximity to 
digital services across all industries.”
GROWING IMPORTANCE OF THE DIGITAL ECONOMY
Brad Casemore, Research Director, Datacenter Networks, IDC
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https://www.equinix.com/global-interconnection-index-gxi-report/
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